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FOURTH I"STALLMENT
AN OLD SPUZCE
CHAPTER X.

Sanford (st was  ecinking his
aftvr break™m ot elvnr with a relish
wotiiew hat nNeeteod b the measure ol
hiw perplesition. Party thonah 1t wans
Lamora was nleendy In her plaee. hend
Ing over her desl, and Faves, who hod
fust arrlved, wan hey divesting her
pell af her eont spd hat Quest watehed
the Intter deoguni b ptls

Well*™ hn anlied

Lauen rame forwaed, stralghtening

her hulr with her hanmds
No go.” she answered ‘I wpent the

evining In the olub, and T ialked with
twe men who knew Crealg, bot 1
conldn't get on to ansthing. From all
I rould hear of the man, respectabll
Ity In hig middle name"

“That's the professor's own
Quest remarked grimly

“Wea'rs falrly up against ([t boss”
Lavurs wighed “The heat thing we
ean do Is to get on to another job,
The Rheinboldt woman has got her
Jewels back, or will have at noon to
diny
thief. Then the professor’s moldy old
pheleton wan returned 1o him, even If
1towaw burtied upafterwards, 1 should
tulie something fresh ™

Can’t b done,” Quest replied short

Idea”

o

v Lok her #irls, your averags
futo llecty are often apt 1o kit apon
the truth, when a 'oan who sees oo
for ahead goes wronk Iule Cepix
i Auny othor possible porson oscur
to vou® Speak out, Lenorn You've
something on vour mind | ean pon

“I'm afratd so "I laigh ot me”" she
began tentativaely

"Won't hurt you If | do” Quest o
plied

I ean't help thinking of Macdon
gl Lenora continmed (aitecimgly. i
has never boon recaprarad I don
know whether he's depd o0 nlive 1h
had w perfoct passlon fo vel I
he In allve , b wonthd he perate padl
would attempt anythiing’

Quest smoked In wilence for & mo
ment

I gveen the return of the jJewels
sqiedehed the Maodoueal theory bye
remar b He wouldn' } H

part Witk the stuf w hien be'd once st

his hauds on 1 However 1| altave
mennt, when we hed o mecnent s snnen
time. to ook nto that v Bere
M We'll e it teaight
W Coan't do any harm*

1 % the wection b on the
rial'way nr the LA he disup
ot ed Laura nutoutcol

Then Just the brain down o
Motintwn thikd tHe Heares! ¥jat
and got bhuwy W lnl i Qe direct
vl ! witd poraende itm o bonn
s the gpu's Lnodear 10 go down the
(e Wl i W 1 will vo! & on In
the wuh hide *

Tak o longer Lenotn  re
marks uw sh moved off to put on
her Jnslaot carn do It In &
quarter of o hout

Can't he'n that Quest  replied

Wie Beluboidt's coming here to lden
tify hier Jewels at twelve o'clock, and |
cant run any risk of there being no
traly baek.  You'd better be making
poml with the soction boas Taks
plenty of Wils with you™

“Sure!  That's vany enough.” Laura
promized him.  “U'll be waltiug for
you "

Bhe hurrled off and Quest
Yooneed hin own preparations.  From
hin wmafe he took one of the small
Winek lumps of explosive to which he
hnd onee before owed his Hte, and it

com

ted 1t carefully In a small case with
Fine Skin Tanie. n coll of wire and an electrie lighter
Mese te oap o evellent ol sk tonde He looked at his revolver and re
wotd fop gmerporntions whilh w 't pealy - eharged 1t Finally he rang the bell
AU T of ttersst fo bhe wetien feald | for bis confidentinl valot
s of s nage I ominy b peractan sl “Rosn.” he anked, “who else 18 thers
bt ) el alie gt ? it 1 here todday besides vou?
fe M st bt tiapiafl to the few NOo one today, sir
|-.'.\ Bots more dhan oun e sabil of e “lust s well, perhape” Quest ob
thuny of the s enlled skin tonies o0 goeved Liwten, Moss, | am geing oul
the mirkot Mnke o bng of ol now [Or an hour or two, but | shall be
Pl denbde thlehness apd 0 Ewlth ok at midday. Retembor that, Mrs
s femaposp il of arrle toof il Rheinbolidt and Inspector Frepnch ar
s ball cake of eastile sonpy e up to be here at twelve o'clock ir by
Boe T binge oy Des s B el bt h any chares | whould be a few minutes
wiwl on the fave and wikes the skin e gek then 1o wall And, Rosa
st b, white wid Bro 8 young woiftun fron the Halvathe
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I bet she won't worry about the

Army will eall too.  You can give her

this check.”
Rors Frown, who was Quist's s
wary-valet and general factotum, ac

copted the slip of paper ami placed 1t
i

an envelo

Thure

are no other nstructons,

he iniguired

UNone,” Quest veplied You'll Tk
oul for the wirelvas, nol yoor bl e
tor ewiteh the thmoue! il and el
egtoprh vosnmaniestion  on e Lo
quartors Cotne o VLennr

T Jolfy  Rhiee  Hietise vulvred
waliing aut maobille il |
1y townrd the o fthie «

By Qo i ol i th
bile wan | 1 wi i "
point where ¥ | the mmnde
wity  line LT v Lhe el
Bouse sbhlvh he bl g L [V
bibe vende | b L A X T
Rprpeent iy i tha YL TLAEH |
she came out 1o et the i
companied Ly a short, thi Wil Tah
whon she Introdueod s Me Thoron

Thia s M Moran, the peclion
boss," she explulned

MrE Mocaa shook hands

: Fyve boped of you, Mr ']'-""."
he u uned The vonmnge lals telln
me you are some intorestod ot
prisctior they Jost off the cars weal
here ¥

“That's w0 OQuest admlited, "We'ld
like to co 1o the spod I we eou

“That's dend e the basm
plied 'l wike sou wlomg on the
hundear™

The aection boss turned round and
whistledd  From a Htthe side tuck two
men Jumped on o w8 hotidear. and
brought It around 1o where they wers
standiug A few yoards away the man
who was propelling ('=-a great, red
headed belshinar  suddenly consed hin
efflorts.  Leanlng over hin pole, hel
gezed at Quoenst A sidden fermelty

darkened his conrse face
his mate by the arm
“Hee that bloke there? he asked, |
pointing st Quest
| *“The guy with the Hnen eollne? the |
other ankwered 1 see: hilm "™
“That's Quest, the detective”
Irishman went on honrsely “That' |
the mun who got me five years In the [
Thut % the muan |'h-l

He gripped

|

pen, the beast!
been looking for,  You're my mate,
; Nim, wh™
"I gucks w0 the other gronted |
“Are you golng to ey nnd do him in?
“Now then, you follows Hora
whouted “\What are von hunging abou
thore for Hed Galle here®  Drine the

earringe up. You fellows inh Yave i
proke for bn houe  Vm golng to te
her down the Hne for & bin!

The two men obeved and dinags
peared o the direction of the seetion |
houwse  Quest looked after them curn
ounly

Thje n big fellow." he remarlk
“MWhat did you el him?® Hed Gol's
eher? | seom to have poen liim b
fore "

ile wan the most troublvsome T
lew on the | onve, althioueh he w
the biggost waorkere ™ 1t (T qnin
e gt Nve verrs in the peniitontiny
ard thit mectw o have tiken th
sl ont of him ™

‘I belleve | was in the cass Quost
alisorved corelose s

That'm si? Now then, voung Ia
ke Mr. Horan sdvised, "hald tight
und here goos!™

Thy nbled down the line for
abeat bl w mil Then  Horan
brovweht thom to etnndur il

“Thin In the spat” he diclared
O I youn want e inpressinns you
are weleome to them Al the search
bas been made ou the rleht hund side
here and in New York I've had my
eve on thoer W for o lone tme, My
Imaression In that he bid thiers

' thke yvour advies” Quest de
ol it “Wao'll sprend out und take 8
1ittle exercise In hill elimbing '

Good luek to vou!™ the hord ex
el hmed

They wearched carefully and delib
erntely for more than half an hour
Then Lavura suddenlv eallod out. Thoey

looked around to fud only her head
visible. She spetapit!od up, muddy and |
with wet leaves elinglng to her skirt

“Say, that guy of a sectlon boss |
told me to look out for caves  1've!
been in one, sure enough! Only juat
suvod myself ™

They hurried to where she wan
Quest peered Into the declivity down
which she had slipped. Suddenly he
gave vent to a Hitle exelamation, At
the same tme Laura called out, An
Inch or two of tweed wan elearly vis
fule through the strewn leaves. Quest
Fat on his stomach, erawled a little
wiy down, toak aut Lils electrle toreh
from hin pocket and brushed the stuft

away, Thes he eliatmibered to his feet
“Qur search e over” ho declared
gravely, “and your troubles, Lenora

That Is Macdougal's sy ™

Lenora's face wank into her hands
for & moment Quest stood on one
slde while Lauwrn passed her wrm
around the other girvl's wulat

Quent pglanced nt bils wateh

“1"M have to get” he wnld, “but 10
et someone along Cheer up, 1o
nara he sdded kindly, “"Look saftes
her, Lanrn" |

Que st hoastened slong the Tuae e |
— -
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L ominutes’ tnlk

the spot where he had left the car
The chauffeur, who saw him coming,
started up and climbed to his seal
Quent took hir place

“Lrive to the off he ordered.

The man slipped o his cluteh. They
were In the act of gliding off when
there wop & tremendous report,  They
wtopped short.  The man Jumped down
and looked at the back tire.

“IMowout,” he remarked laconieally.

Quest frowned,

“low long will It take?”

“Pour minuten,” the man replled.
e got another wheel ready. That's
the queercst blowout 1 ever asaw,

[ o ongh”

The two men leaned over the tire
Suddenly Quest's expresslon changed
Hin hand stene Into his hip pocket,

fom,” he saplalned, “that wasn't a
biowout st all. Look here!™

He polnted to the smull level hole
Almont at onee he stood back and the
gutishine flashed upen the revolver
Intehed tn his right hand

That wan a bullet.” he continued
feone Hrod st that tire,  Tom,
th tronbhle about.”

e mnn lonked nervans'y around

Bal's a flhe Bullel s he trut
e d
i om the wheel ns quiek na yon
i) todlre ol Mere, ' give
e wtowppend down to anfasten tha
Ninh i A the ntinre wheed
uf | rare fnp=os, reqlieod
' [l to Almost in his ears
| v
I« § guvior!  Handa up this
d T T TR T 1 | L
1 " h'e whoulder and
i for the fuee of Red Gallagher,

" Mo Hitle nh the lovel of the
' | A very urly D'ttle g Iver wan
1 vl lireetly ot Quent's heart

15 it Eol yuie eovered oon the

' it if 1hie monal, ton Hands up,

th ol woor we'll make a quick Job
(14 !

1] t shrupeed hin shotlders, threw
bl 1 tver Into the rasd and aobeved
A b A wo, the other man stale ol
from behind a bush and sprang for

ihe chnnfour, who under eover of the
wtenling off.  Thore wns a
belef strugrle, then the dull thud of
the rallway man's (ifle g on the

chnifMeur's bead He rolled over and

Fownk

lav In the road

‘Titeh him off amonest the bushes,”
led Gallngher ordered. “"You don't
want pnyone who comens by o ses

Now lend me n hand with thin chap”
What do you propose to do with
me Quest anked
Youll know soon enough ™ Hed Gal
Ingher answered.  “A matter of five
to start with. You sen
thnt handear house 3

"Perfectly well”  Quest  assented
My evesight Is quite normal”

‘et there then, U'm a yard behind
you and my revolver's pointing for

the middie of your baek."
Quest sprnng Heghtly down from the

rond,  erossied  the few  Intervening
vards and stepped into the handear
LTS

Gallagher nnd h's mate followed
close behind.  Quest puused on the
threshold

Tt's a Hlithy dirty hale,” he e
ol hiedd Cant we have our Hitle
vhat out bhere? Is It money yon
want®

Gitllagher glanced around Then
with oan aglv push of the shoulder he
vt Cuest recline into the shod, i
prent form bloeked up the donrway

N he erled fereely, “it's not
togey 1owant this time  Quest, youa
hirt otk ity Wloasdhound! You
went e tothe gen for Hive years—yon

“Mands Up, Guvnor!™

with your cursed prying
people’s affalrs.  Don't you remember
me, ¢h? Hed Gallagher?”

"Of course | do” Quast replied
coolly. “You garroted and robbed ap
old man and had the spree of your life.
The uld man bappened to be & friend
of mine, wo 1 took the trouble to see
that you pald for it, Well*

“"Five years of hell, that's what |
bl the man continued, his eyes
fashing, his faee twitching with an-
ke "Well, you're golng to have a
Liciie it more than Ove years. Thin
shed's been burnt down twilee, sparks

Into  ather

from passing +nglties IU'n going to
be burnt down for the third thne.*

Kounds  remarkobly  pnplensant,”
Quuert pduiitiod You'd better hurry
or the bowms will b Bae "

Gultagher finolly slammed the door.
Quest heard the Leavy footstvpm  of
thee two men ax they turned toward
the section house. He drow & little

came from his pooket,
He opened what seetwed to be o
little mnliowany box, leoked st (he Ll
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